MSc Leadership and Management

An overview of the Research Methods Unit
The main aims of this unit are to help you develop:

· the literature searching and evaluation skills you will need for your dissertation  
· the proposal for your research project, which is the culmination of your studies for the MSc 


The unit involves study notes, required and recommended reading, self-appraisal exercises, tutorial commentaries and exercises and tutorial contact through the course website on Victory.

This unit addresses the following issues:

· Business Research: The scope and purpose of business research, research objectives and research processes.
· Literature Review: The underpinning of your research with that already reported in the academic literature.

· Research Design: Principal types of research design (experiments, surveys, observations, etc.), their strengths and limitations, uses and abuses, establishing trustworthiness or credibility.
· Sampling Design: The nature of sampling, probability sampling, uses of sampling.

· Analysis: Techniques to ensure reliability and validity in both quantitative and qualitative data analysis, data presentation and communication.
· Research Philosophy and Ethics and Qualitative Research.
The first sessions are designed to take you through the essential issues associated with using the literature within your work.  The later areas are important whatever your particular research interests and approach. Regardless of whether you are proposing to carry out a large-scale statistical survey, or a detailed qualitative study of a particular issue in your organisation, or to produce a model for analysing investment decisions, it is important to consider these issues carefully. 

However, research methods are far too varied to cover everything in the study notes at anything but a superficial level. Some aspects are relevant to some research projects but not others.  You will need to study in more detail those methods that are relevant to your own research project, and to the research articles you are reviewing. Therefore, you will need a textbook on research methods (we will recommend one or two for your choice) and access to internet websites. A useful starting point will be the University Library website.  
